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Lewiston Exploring
Legal Ways to Fight
Storage of N-Waste

By JOANN SCELSA Board members were angry at
LEWISTON — The Town Board what Mr. Kolke called a ‘“‘con job”
at a special meeting Sunday direct- ' by Bechtel officials last month at a
ed its attorney to look for legal briefing held for the town board,

means to stop the federal govern-
ment from turning the Niagara
Falls Storage Site into a nuclear-
waste repository.

The board told attorney Benja-
min Hewitt to obtain a copy of a

when no mention of the May report
recommending a repository was
mentioned.

Town Clerk Mary Beth Brado
was equally angry because she said
for the past several weeks she has

Bechtel International Inc. report been gathering information for
recommending that the 18l-acre Bechtel for an impact statement it
federal government site on Pletcher is preparing-on the use of the site
Road become a repository even if as a repository. As late as last
he has to file under the Freedom of Friday she said she was providing

Information Act to get it.

The board asked Mr. Hewitt to
report back with his recommenda-
tions as soon as possible, It sched-
uled a tentative meeting for 8 p.m:
Wednesday to address any new
developments or act on Mr. He-
witt's recommendations.

The often politically divided
T@wn Board is unified in its opposi-
tion to the federal proposal to place .
a muclears waste storage taeility ing
the northern section of town, Coun-

_government -even. to.the point-of
. “bearing arms.” Mr. Kolke urged
the board to be extremely careful '
about what it says and show good "
judgment in not inciting residents.

- Councilwoman Joan Gipp' told
Mr. Kolke she appreciated’ his -
- intentions but indicated a mistrust -
- of the federal government and
.. gkepticism. about the effectiveness:
of a “gentiemanly approach” since,
ghe said, the government has re-
. e m‘m” % th;n g
. past s pro t

. site wowld b e

‘taking ﬁp arms. It irniay g
newspaper copy but it's’ not’- what
we should be telling our residen
¢ *“But, you will stand in front of a
© truck with me,”” Mrs. Gipp

* responded.

“1 didn't say that,” Mr. Kolke
said,

m@mwnwou}dﬁghtmefedemlfxmﬁ»w Sking at 1 |
“3ty’ of prohibiting. trucks ‘carrying
radicactive wastes from traveling

ent heart attack, said the board

data to Bechtel for the impact
statement. She asked how a report
could have been issued in May
making recommendations when the
impact study did not begia until
Sepiember. . .

“They're: making recameﬁda
tions  without an impact siate-
ment,’”” Mrs.. Brado said. “That’s
what should be questioned. Some-
“ body’s playing a game. It should be
pninﬁed out’ that they're perpetrate

ing a fraud on this cammunity.ww

4own rosds. Councilman Alvin Ogg-
suggested.. blocking . the roads
around the site to at least prevent
. the entrance of heavy equipment.

" “It's a 'unique problem  and
unique “problems” require " unique
solutions,” Mr. Ogg said, veferring:
to.a: fxght between the-town and.
federal government as g “David
and Goliath sitaation.” "~

County Legislator Lee Simsnsm
suggeste& the town gam 4 resoly-

t:aliwed ‘after an appar-

should not rely on assurances from
Rep. John J. LaFalce last week
that the plan would be dropped, but:
should demand such assurances di-
rectly from the U.S. Department of
Energy.
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